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By ANGELA BIANCHI
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There's nothifig like a worlg
Expo to rejuvenate a city, and
that’s exactly what's happen-
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mng ta Seville

You can't quite see the “new
Seville” st yet, excepl on
blueprints. But this city that
Columbus called home 15
spending billicns 10 become a
modern and technologically el-
ficsent city for 1992

The country is spending $5
bllon to modernize Seville's
and Andalusia’s transport and
communications infrastruc-
ture. A high-speed rail link 15
under construction to join Se-
ville to Madnd. The line is
expected to be completed by
1992 and will run direet from
Madnd to the Expo’ 92 site in
only three hours

The Madnd-Seville highway
is also undergomg construc-
tion to make 1t easier for Euro-
peans to dove to Expo, held
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Artist's rendition of the fairgrounds for Seville's shot at world attention—Expeo '92

from Apnl 20 toOct. 12 duning
the quincentennary (500
vears) of Christopher Colume.
bus® discovery of the Amer-
fcas.

Driving m Seville stself will
be made easser through a van-
ety of construction propects
thar vall see the construction
of sax new bndges and a motor-
way around the lown center
No cars will be permutted on
the Expo site.

This 600-year-old monastery will be restored as the new Spanish Pavilion

Unfortunately the hmstonc
and quite bezutiful Pliza de
Armas tram s[abon 1A geng 10
be torm down, and anothes
modern station, Santa Justa,
will be built in the southeasi
part of the Gty to replace il.

Airparts in Seville, Malaga
and Jerez will be enlarged and
remodelled to deal with the
increase in traffic. Expo orga-
nizers expect Seville's airport
capacity 1o grow from 1,300 to
4. 300 passenger an hour and
the Malapa arrport to double to
10 million passengers a yeur,

Javier de 4 Puerta, an Expo
92 press officer, savs only
eight new hofels {middle and
upper hracket) are planned fior
Seville proper w accommo-
date the influx of toursis. He
expecia wnd hopes thal most
people coming to Expo will find
accommodation outside Se-
uiLE.-:- There zre now 361 ho-

els within a T.h:::J"m.r travel-

it g radizs of Seville and 615
DTS MGTS,

“"We don't want 1o build too
many hotels in Seville because
we don't want to be left witha
bonch of empty hotels after
Expo is over. We hope that
people will want to base them-
zeives in Madnd, Malaga and
the Costa del Sol and come Lo
Seville by car, train or plane,”

de la Poerta explains.

“We're mproving our road
system. 50 1t should be faster
to get to Seville from Madnd
and take aboutl two hours by
car from the Costa del Sol. S0
there won't be a need to stay
overnight.” says de la Poeria

Expo ocganirers =ay be-
tween 30 and 40 millics peo-
ple—47.2% Spanish and
52.5% foreign—will visit Expo
92, on the island of La Cartuja.
The largest number of visitors

is expected i July and Auguss,
when the temperature rises 10
380,

To shade visitors from the
exhausting heat, Expo organi-
sors have developed a inge-
nious reforestation plan that
will decrease the temperature
on the Expo site by 10 de
gréss. Hall 3 nulboa plinta
from Ave continents will be
planted, and a chain of water-
ways will be built around the
aite to carry off the heat,




