By ANGELA BIANCHI

Ornyer Sl

All one will need travellng
across ltaly this vear Is a It of
moqey, a good map and defi-
mitely 3 great sense of humor.

The penmsnls separating
the Medidermanean from the
Adriatic 1= a haven of pood
food, laughter aml physicsl
splendar but o can also be-
come an imbroglio for those
not well versed mn the land of
the unpredictable,

A pood role of thumb for the
unsuspectmg  traveller 1% to
stay clear of the three Fa: fast
metl, fast food and—especial-
Iy—{ist cirs

[talinn drivers are mad and
i oa rush. Traffic lights are just
sfreel ornaments,  Drivers
don’t stop at a red light;, they
slow down, konk amd, H the
intersection i Clear, proceedl.

Il you're hrave encugh 1o sil
in-an lralian car—or, better
sfill, behind the wheel vou'll
find il's surprisingly 33y 1o
get around,

Noon s rush hour m haly
beEcause mast people go hotme
tor lanch, their largest-meal of
the day, But unbke Canadian
cities, there's little trafhe con-
gestion because {tahan dovers
have mastered the road

In Reyng, three anes auto-
mitically become four or five
when Fiats and Alfa Romeos
iy o squeeze ghead. |
there's no room left on the
rond, don’t be taken aback if
YU s8e Zomée impatient
drivers use sidewalks, (nof
ways empty) for a quick peta-
wiy.

Haonking s another nnnoy-
mp habst lahan dovers post
can't seem teshake. They Lo
their horn to draw giels’ ntten-
tgn, O SCaHrT CTossINg liDgE.
aine] s up slow pedestrans.
It"s aleo o comimon prachice in
citwes and on highways to honk
# vou plan lo pass.

ltalian streets may be
pretiy 1o look at but not peces-
mardly 1o drive on, Narrow
sireets that barely allow one
gur through have been made
mta two-lane roads, In order
to avesd 2 head-on collislon,
drvers honk before entering
these roads o warn oncomng
cars. He who honks first pro-
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ceeds down the lane while the
other pulls over or hacks out.
The best way o get aroq
ltaly's major cities s by Dua
They're wsually punctual and
fares are reasonable, at under
$1. The problem s boardmg
You enter from the back
and exit from the fromt, Tick
ets are porchased in advance
and cancelled at # hime 1na-
chine at the rear of the bus
Hetter be quick boarding or
yiui aight get a piece of yiur-
self stuck between the doors,
If you yvell loud enough the
tlriver will eventually open the
doors, while the bus 5 m mo-
tron, bo det the rest of you m.
That's gettmg .. Getting
Oul means crawhnog your way

never tell you
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to the fronl, Watch vour be-
longmgs and the men—id your
wallet doesn’t get pinched,
sopiiething else might. Il you
exit from the entrance door,
vou'll either get crushed or
slapped with a 310 fine if an
mspector catches you,

Italiany cab drvers  rival
New York cabbles when it
comes to driving, but m afl
lnrmess they are patite, under-
stand English furly well and
charge [ares equal 1o any ma
or world centre, A word of
caution, though, stick to
marked taxis and don't pay the
[are uniil your higrage 15 out
of the trunk.

Another harrowing expen
ence one can't avied = gomg
1 the banks. Pack 5 himch, be-
cause il can take hours to gel
service. Hope the teller
doesn't nun out of small hafls,
or there's another 15-minote
Wi,

Banking hours are uniform
across [taly. They apen at
33 am. and close at 14130
Py, then re-open for an hour
at 3:00,

Have plenty of money on
hand because vou never know
what vou will get charged for
in ltaly. If vou decide to arder
a dreink. in any bar or festag-
rant there's a sitting charge,
wsually 10% of the total hill,
But the tax s walved If you
drink standing at the bar,
Most restaurants inclicle the
tip on the bill,

ltalans are mpressed wilh
foreigners  who attempt to
spenk the language. For m-

stance, there's more than just
capresso in ltaly. There's cap-
puccmn, cafe al Litte (with
milk), cate lungs (weak), cale
ristretto, (stronp! and  cafe
correito (with a dash af lig-
wor). For those who want
more milk than coffee, there's
latie con cafle. You'll be a na-
tive In no fime

Pizza, [talians® favorite
food, has also become popular
with humpry lourists, [t's sold
by weight, oot slhe. and
comes with a variety of top-
pnps. s slowly replacing
bread as the perfect sandwich
maker, The dough gets cook-
ing as early a5 830 am

Play it safe and stay away
fram hot buffets and tourisl
menns, The food is wsually
vesterday's  leffovers, desp
fried m olive ol #nd not recom-
mended for sepsitive  sto-
mnchs. Treat yours=l to
good restaurant or stick to
pzzs and burgrers.

Remember to slways have
shoulders and legs coverad
when enterimg churches and
motiactenes o vou'll be mide
to cover with a towel. Hag-
pling s the maglc word at fles
markets and boutiques. [tal-
s expoct you to bargain
with them and usually cut coe-
third [ram the ornginal cost.

If you're up after 10 p.m.,
and I'm sure you will be, no-
tick the traffic hghts fashing
amber, There's no traffic con-
trol in moat [talian cities Al
mpght, So again, honk, look
both ways, and advance with
caution.




