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ESTONIA NOW

Political change makes it

more, not less appealing

By ANGELA BIANCHI
Couner Stan
TALLMMN, Esloria

The six o'clock news may
have discouraged a lot of Cana-
diznes from visiting Estonia this
year of next, but for spirited
travellers, now would be the
perfect time to vt the
country.

Tallmn, Estona's capifal, is
the ety where most of the
palitical re-awakening has oc-
curred, hul aon t expect to see
rows of Soviet army officers
conirolling the streets, There
are very few signs of political
inatability here—apart from
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the odd group tha! demon-
strates quetly in froot of the
Estonian parliament

In shoet, the tounst will fnd
Tallinn a safe and sarpriemgly
fnendly place te visil—one
thzt appears to function more
eficiently compared to ather
Soviet cities,

The city of halt a mullion 1s
sntall; you can walk through n
in about four hours. The
streets are clean and constant-
ly full of pedestrians, very
much like 3 western European
town, but when you look close-
v at window displays ar go
inside grocery stores, you'll
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reahize this 5 3 Soviel-run
town—where the siores are
just as hare and crowded as
those m Moscow

Hotels

There are anly a few hotels
that are worth paving for in
Tallinn, and tourist officiale ad-
mit thus themselves. The only
weslern lour-slar hotel, 5 the
Palace Hotel which caters to
business people. Tourists have
the option of staying at the
three-star Viru or QOlumpia ho-
tels downtown, The Ratas-
Kaeyi doesn't get @ star rating
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A group demanstiralos l:l.lillll,'f in front ol parfiamenl. Nolé tha Engllth llgnl

and it's listed as being "suit-
able for government guests."

The Sport Hotel is near the
&3 and s popular  wth
“sportamen.”” The Tallinn Ho-
tel, savs our puide, i a shabby
place—even for Soviets, The
Kungla i listed as “an unpre-
tentious tourist hotel.”

i you're bookmg Talling,
play il sale and stay with the
star-rated hotels, I vou can
afford the Palace Hotel, stav
there

Tallinn is looking for foreign
investmen! Lo build o tourism
infrastructure, but sofar only a
handdul of Finnish companies

A Ukranian Orthodox cathadral in Tailinn

have come thropgh with hard
capital to restore some hotels
Tallinn npow has Jess than
1,004 hotel rooms and not all
of them meel western stan-
dards. Intourist, with some
possible financial assistance
from foreign sources. plans [0
bulld & second four-star hotel
next year

Last veszr, about 20,000 vis-
itors came to Tallmn, mostly
from peighboring Finland,
About 2,500 were Canadisn
ethne and husmess travellers

SOVIET
SNIPPETS

Across the U.S.5.R.

Intours 15 agam offermg 2
29-day tramn nde across the
Soviet Union on the Trans-
Siberian Express. The trip.
which costs $299, includes
visits in Moscow, Lenin-
grad, three Sibenian fowns.

‘alts and Bukhsra

Intours also has ssveral
spa packages in Russia for
$5,399, and six- and seven-
night cruises dows the Vol-
ga Hiver.

Trendy tour

Globus Gateway has 2
perestroika tour of Eastarn
Europe and the Saviet
Union. The 24-day itiner-
ary focuses on the Baltic
Republics, Russia and the
Ukraine as well as major
capitals of Exstern Europe.

Thirteen days are spent
in the USSR, This pack-
age is available until Oct
11. Tour price is $2,769.

Bike in the U.S.5.R.

Aventures Mondizles in
Montrea! has individual and
grogp tours to the USSR
The packapes include a va-
riety of bilang and trekiing
itmeranes, that will be ac-
companied in part by mem-
bers of local ovcling and
recreational clubs, There
are visits to Star City—the
Cape Canaveral of the Sovi-
et Union, art appreciation
and language courses, sail-
g and horseback riding
aroond Lake Bakal and
camel caravans,

Roughly 60,000 Estonians live
in Canada.

Finnair offers three weekly
flights from Helunk: to Talk
Iinn, and SAS flys to Tallinn
from Stockholm Twice 2 week,
Tallinn can alsd be reached by
ferry from the two Scandina-
vian capitais.

Packape trips to Estomaz are

avallsble only through lo-
ourst
Culture

Estoms' 5 cultural life 15 far
removed from Eusdia's, but

the two countnies share a cnrrr
mon love for local theatre, an-
emy and the hars,

Tallinn alone has 17 muse-
ams, six theatres, 10 art gal-
lerrez and 30 cafes and bars.

The major tourist attraction
15 the Song Festrval that's beld
every four years, This vear the
festival 15 expected to atiract
mare than 100,000 people
from all over Estonia and Fin
tand. Estoruan folk groups
from Canada will alss partc:

ipate,
Apart from the lew special
evenis, theré's 001 MG

nightlife m Talliue Yoo really
have 12 look for 1l 3t the down-
lown bars

If you're hungry. the best
place for a great meal 15 the
Submontle restaurant, An ap-
petizer, pork steak with nce,
wime, coffee and excellent ioe
cream costs only an astoumsd-
ing $1.50.
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A smoke break




