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Piano is kid’s work

By Angela Bianchi

Stewart Goodyear never knew his dad but
the knows the kind of music his late [ather
loved — it's the kKind Stewart excels aL.

The 10-vear-old Thornhill pianist captl-
vated audiences and won honors at this
vear's Kiwanis Musical Festival but says he
is just doing what comes naturally.

His mother, Brenda, believes Stewart's
musical life began In the womb.

“I was elght months pregnant when Stew-
art's dad fell il and, to keep his spirits up,
he'd listen to classical music" Her husband
died before ever seeing his son

“After Stewart was born, I'd put on kis fa-
ther's favorite music to remind me of him,”
his mother recalls, "and [ swear Stewart
would listen |ike he heard it before."

Before he could walk, Stewart would put

for 10-year-old winner

Stewarl earns help. So do his grandparents.

Though classical music is his music of
choice, Stewart does listen to pop hut shuns
rock. When other voungsters dream of
meeting Michael Jackson, Stewarl dreams
of meeting 70-vear-old Leonard Bernstein,
the acclaimed composer-conductor of the
New York Philharmonie.

“1 paid $200 to gedl Slewart a licke! o
Bernstein's concert (in Toronto) last vear.
He didn" get Lo meet his idol, but il was a
memorable night for him just the same,"” his
MO 5ays.

Stewart’s gift leaves him litte time — or
inclinaticn — for ¢hild’s play or TV. When
not busy with school work or music lessons,
he reads books on classical music and listens
10 his favorile composers on compact disc,

“1 told Stewart to drop some of his lessons

but he said, if there was anything he'd like | - ; nnr -""“L
Lo drop, It was school,” Goodyear says LA (TOROHTO STAR

Stewart has already composed & Grege- STEWART GOODYEAR: One performance by this 10-year-old Thornhill pian-
rian chant, Ave Verum, and is now working  ist brought tears to the eyes of the adjudicator rating his work al the recent
sn a musical, Elizabeth and Richard. Kiwanis Music Festival. He's won reqularly there since the age ol 7.

recordings of Beethoven compositions on
his dad’s record plaver. At 3, he played nur-
sery rhymes on a toy piano, Before learning
his ABCs, he could play the recorder.

“He loved his musical toys. When he was

2, he'd say ‘Mom, Stewart conductor’ — and
he'd twirl his pencil.”

As a toddler too young to read music,
Stewart taught himsell to the piano

lay
“Al 4'2 | bought Stewart le first piano
He'd play by ear,” his mother recalls.

At 3, he tock up the recorder and at §, the
violin. He was 7 when he Look his first plang
lesson and learned to read music. He still
plays all three instruments.

says, “Not man;t_muh_ﬁﬂjeﬂ; are given
put. Stewart's landing in piano. He can
|aasﬂ;,rmmpetewilhﬂ&er gt

At last year

scholarship.
ormers participated
in this year's Kiwanis :ﬁﬁvﬂ.%‘uew than
m::;uaici.mm from some 1,000 who qu
round of the national etiti

Stewart enters MW elimination round
for the 1989 national competitions on piano
for those 11 and %ﬂfnﬂlﬁe University

of Toronto's Walter H
Other opportunities to hear him play exist
thh:pﬁng.mcmadaundcﬂump;{nm
m‘mﬁ-: concert for top music stu-
dents at Royal Conservatory concert
h#i?T?tr&ntt:mAgmmaﬂhﬁah
nvited 1o perform 10 at a concert
eneca s Minkler Auditorium.

in Seneca ; : .
Success has meant a lot of hard work for
him and his mother. She must work to sup-
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