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If a picture Is worth ‘a thousand
words then painter Ken Kirkby's
réalisl Isumataq ("The Big
Painting™) will read like a novel.

Encompassing his 3,000 square
foot Concord studio are 38 panels
of blank canvas which when joined,
will make one continuous scene.

After a quarter century of
fryipg to sell the Arctic 1o a disin-
terested Canadian art-buving pub-
lig;-painter Ken Kirkby is deter-
mined more than ever te awaken
the-world to our northern culture
in 3 yery big way.

- A persuasive nationalist and
m salesman, Kirkby has large-
. ¢ dreams about painting the
definitive and largest Arctic por-
traitin the world, and he’s hallway
there.

< *My desire has always been 1o
paint a very large painting that
gives the size of the horizon and
captures the feeling of the place. |
know I'll embarrass some Cana-
dians with my portrait because I'm
like a family member boasting
pbout the family . . . but we are
sonething. Just think: half the
world wants to come here,” con-
fesses Kirkby.

" What started off as a casual
dinner-talk idea has turned Into a
labor-intensive mission for Kirkby,
and-acostly one at that.

He's already sunk in $180,000 of
his.own and borrowed money to-
ward-his giant masterpiece paint-
ing even before laying & brush on
the canvas, and expects o pour in
a additional $120,000 before his
work is completed three years
down the road.
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irkby says, if he suc-
ceeds in meltling away old stere-
zﬁ'lpes of the Canadian north and
ghtening “*downtown Cana-
dians" about their better half.
“The way 1 see the North is radi-
eally different from the magazine
tographs, and what I'm irying
I?:ndu %srpa'mt it the way it actually
is. The Arctic has not got any-
where near the amount of snow
people think It has. It's ot as cold
or dangerous. It's not polar bears
and little Eskimo children with
puppy dogs. It's a completely dif-

féren! place with a very awesome.

powerful feeling that it evokes in

“ However the 'Penpie haven't
been there to see it," says Kirkby.

xpected to measure 12 feet

hi 152 feet long, the painting

will be ane for Lhe record books as

the largest work on canvas painted
anywhere.

It is expected (o give Kirkby o
few logistical nightmares before
it's [finished, utilizing 3,952 nails,
five litres of glue and more than
one ton of paint. ’

__About 20 years ago, Kirkby
couldn’t give away his paintings
that now fetch up Lo $100,000. The
problem, claims Kirkby, “is that
art critics can'l judge something
they don't understand and have
never seen.”

Kirkby first set fool on the
northern trails 30 years ago as a
temporary worker for a western

. firm that eventuoally turned into a
five-year sojourn. The 19-vear-old
.ama explorer had finally real-
jzed his childhood dream of visit-

' ing the Arctic,

é tame to undersiand and ad-
mird the Inuil culture through his
many iravels with them to the
Arctic Circle and Baffin Island.
Vinan ki< roflurn 1o Rritish Colums

hia, Kirkby became a fierce propo-
nent of Inuil culture through his

painting. ' i

Kirkby had also become one of
the first white men this century to
discover and eventually paint
Canada’s first wonder; the Inuk-
shuk, a stone structure thatl dales
back 10,000 years.

Ranging in height from five to
25 feet, legend holds that the thou-
sands of Inukshuk, cairn-like stone

objects scattered across the North-,

west Territories, were used by the
Inuit for hunting purpeses as
travel markers and perhaps reli-
gious monuments,

“1 had to find a subject that
would personify the North and this
{Inukshukj) is to me the im&ge of
North and | use it repetitively in
my paintings to create an entire
feeling and spark curiosity from
the people.” says Kirkby.

Despite the relative success of
his Inukshuk psintings in Vancou-
ver and Toronto and an impressive
list of owners, lekh:tr says he still
needs to turn Canada’s mass atten-
tion to the country's number one
assel, the North.

When completed, will
provide the onlooker with a tower-
ing view of the various Arctic
landscapes north of the Tundra re-
gion,

The painting, colored in burnt
slenna, ultramarine blue, man-
panese blue and white, rises from
the lelt with a spectacular view of
the top end of Balfin Island in the
region around Nanasivie, blending
nicely into the next prominent
scene of an awesome 1 2-foot Inuk-
shuk, Further down the painting
Kirkby Includes landscapes similar
to those found in Ellesmere Island
and Boothia peninsula, .

It is balanced with a mountain
scene of Mount Es%ardlr in the
Pangnirtung area tafling off with a
look at the rapid glaciers in the re-

I
& “T want pecple to react to my
painting. T hope they'll think I'm
showing something no one else has
shown them before, and 1 want lo
change their vision of Canada,"
says Kirkby, who plans to have it
completed by 1991,

He then plans to dismantle and
box it, then take it on a sponsored
tour across Canada and to several
world capitals.

He won't show in galleries, but in
places where people aren't “intimi-
dated by art,” like .aremas and
stadiums. After the tour he will
auction Isumataq, with the bidding
starting at 31 millien.

A bigger studio

“I'll put $50,000 in the: bank and
hope to open a bigger studio where
voung painters can apprenatice in
the old-fashioned wai.r. but l?t
majority of my m want to in-
vest in the Hurﬂt.mlp my Inuit
friends g0t better education and

" health services,” sai-s Kirkby.

Born in England and raised in
wst-war Portugal to a-"crazy
amily™ with Danish, Italian and
Spanish roots, Kirkby, a dyslexic,
eredits his eccentric father for
teaching him to be a3 strategit
thinker and te be self-promoting.

“When I was eight I would draw
all week and sell my work to m)
father. He'd buy my best wark,
then tear il up in front of me, leav-
ing the worst drawings on the
talile. When | asked him why he did
this he simply said ‘That's how life
is' remembers Kirkby,

UMy father know very little

about painting but he knew a lot
aboul the wor
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and he wanted me |

Lo be a realistic as far'as my paints |

ing was concerned."”



